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History
•• 18011801-English Explorer, Alexander Mackenzie

published book of the Northwest. Thomas Jefferson
elected as 3rd President of the US.

Thomas JeffersonAlexander Mackenzie
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• US Army selected to conduct the Expedition.

• April 1801-Captain Lewis became the personal secretary of
Thomas Jefferson.  Together they planned a westward
expedition to discover a Northwest Passage, a Primary water
route across the continent.

•• June 19, 1803June 19, 1803-Lewis wrote to William Clark asking share
command of the Expedition.

• Official Title of the Expedition: “Corps of Volunteers for
North Western Discovery”

History
• May-June 1803, Captain Lewis studied in Philadelphia

under some of the greatest teachers of that day.  He
learned medicine, botany, anatomy, astronomy,
cartography and celestial navigation.

Dr. Benjamin Barton
taught Meriwether Lewis
much about preserving the
flora and fauna specimens
Lewis would gather.

Benjamin Rush, America’s
leading doctor at the time
Meriwether Lewis visited
him for advice about the
upcoming expedition.

Trivia Question
Where was the 55’ Keelboat constructed?
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Captain Lewis arrived in Pittsburgh to
supervise the construction of the custom-
made Keelboat.  He ended up waiting
nearly 6 weeks before it was complete.

Trivia Question

• Were all the expedition members human?

Trivia Answer

Ruff.

No, while purchasing supplies for the Corps of Discovery,
Captain Lewis purchased a full-grown Newfoundland
Dog in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania for $20 and named
him Seaman.  The dog made the entire Expedition with
the Corps of Discovery.
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Supplies
Rifles  (15 Harpers Ferry Model 1803, short-barreled, .54 caliber flintlocks)
176 pounds (79KG) best gunpowder packed in lead containers
Pistols
Pipe tomahawks
Knives
Clothing
Blankets,
Knapsacks
Tools
Tents
Cooking utensils
Material mosquito netting
Air gun
Four tin horns (Call to order for the troops)
193 pounds (87KG) portable soup boiled down beef liquid to a thick paste,
       egg whites, vegetables.  Sealed in lead canisters
20 barrels of flour
7 barrels each of salt, tea, and cornmeal

• October 15, 1803- Lewis met up with Clark in
Clarksville, Ohio.  They spent 2 weeks signing up
recruits in Louisville, Kentucky.

•• Dec 13, 1803Dec 13, 1803 - Clark establishes Camp Wood in
Missouri.

History

The Army Values of the Corps ofThe Army Values of the Corps of
DiscoveryDiscovery
• Loyalty
• Duty
• Respect
• Selfless Service
• Honor
• Integrity
• Personal Courage
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The Army Values of the Corps ofThe Army Values of the Corps of
DiscoveryDiscovery

“Confluence of the Madison and Jefferson Rivers, Missouri Headwaters State Park, Montana"by Brent Phelps 

•• LoyaltyLoyalty
–– Bear true faith and allegiance to the U.S.Bear true faith and allegiance to the U.S.

constitution, the Army, and other soldiers.constitution, the Army, and other soldiers.
–– Be loyal to the nation and its heritage.Be loyal to the nation and its heritage.

The Army Values of the Corps ofThe Army Values of the Corps of
DiscoveryDiscovery
•• DutyDuty

–– Fulfill your obligations.Fulfill your obligations.
–– Accept responsibility for your own actions andAccept responsibility for your own actions and

those entrusted to your care.those entrusted to your care.
–– Find opportunities to improve oneself for the goodFind opportunities to improve oneself for the good

of the group.of the group.

•• RespectRespect
–– Rely upon the golden rule.Rely upon the golden rule.
–– How we consider others reflects upon each of us,How we consider others reflects upon each of us,

both personally and as a professional organization.both personally and as a professional organization.

The Army Values of the Corps ofThe Army Values of the Corps of
DiscoveryDiscovery
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The Army Values of the Corps ofThe Army Values of the Corps of
DiscoveryDiscovery
•• Selfless ServiceSelfless Service

–– Put the welfare of the nation, the Army, and yourPut the welfare of the nation, the Army, and your
subordinates before your own.subordinates before your own.

–– Selfless service leads to organizational teamworkSelfless service leads to organizational teamwork
and encompasses discipline, self-control and faithand encompasses discipline, self-control and faith
in the system.in the system.

The Army Values of the Corps ofThe Army Values of the Corps of
DiscoveryDiscovery
•• HonorHonor

–– Live up to all the Army values.Live up to all the Army values.

William Clark's compass on chain and magnet, ca. 1802

The Army Values of the Corps ofThe Army Values of the Corps of
DiscoveryDiscovery
•• IntegrityIntegrity

–– Do what is right, legally and morally.Do what is right, legally and morally.
–– Be willing to do what is right even when no one isBe willing to do what is right even when no one is

looking.looking.
–– It is our "moral compass" an inner voice.It is our "moral compass" an inner voice.
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The Army Values of the Corps ofThe Army Values of the Corps of
DiscoveryDiscovery
•• Personal CouragePersonal Courage

–– Our ability to face fear, danger, or adversity, bothOur ability to face fear, danger, or adversity, both
physical and moral courage.physical and moral courage.

The People of the Expedition
• Officers:  Meriwether Lewis*
• Enlisted Men from Clarksville:
• William Bratton
• John Colter*
• Joseph Field*
• Reuben Field*
• SGT Charles Floyd (died Sioux City)

• George Gibson*
• Nathanial Pryor*
• George Shannon*
• John Shields*
• Recruited from SW Point:
• Hugh Hall*
• Thomas Howard*
• John Potts*
• CPL Richard Warfington

(commanded party that returned
keelboat w/ letters & collected artifacts
from Fort Mandan to St. Louis, 1805)

• William Clark*

• Enlisted Men from St. Charles:

• Pierre Cruzatte*

• Francois Labiche

• Other Recruits:

• Robert Frazer*

• Silas Goodrich*

• Hugh McNeal*

• Moses Reed*

• John Thompson*

• William Werner*

• Recruited @ Ft. Mandan:

• Bapiste LePage*

The People of the Expedition
• Recruited from Fort Massac
• John Newman
• Joseph Whitehouse*
• Recruited from Kaskaskia:
• John Boley
• John Collins*
• John Dame
• SGT Patrick Gass*
• SGT John Ordway
• Ebenezer Tuttle
• Peter Wiser*
• Issac White
• Alexander Hamilton Willard*
• Richard Windsor*

• Civilians:
• George Drouillard*
• Toussant Charbonneau*
• Sacagawea*
• Jean Baptiste Charbonneau*
• French Boatmen:
• E. Cann
• Charles Caugee
• Joseph Collin
• Jean Baptiste Deschamps
• Charles Hebert
• Jean Baptiste La Jeunesse
• La Liberte, a.k.a. Joseph Parter

(deserted)
• Etienne Malboueuf
• Peter Pinault
• Paul Primiau
• Francois Rivet
• Peter Roi
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•• May 14, 1804May 14, 1804 - Corps of Discovery Departs
Camp Wood/Camp DuBois with 36 soldiers,
York, Drouillard, A group of French boatmen
and a Newfoundland Dog.

• July 4, 1804-Celebrating America’s Birthday.
Full dress uniform, fired weapons, and extra
whiskey.

•  Trivia Question:  Named 2 Creeks:  What?

History (Continued)

• August 3, 1804 – The expedition held its
first official council with the Otoe and
Missouri Indians.

•• Aug 20, 1804Aug 20, 1804 - SGT Floyd dies.

•  Trivia Question:  Who was voted in by
the men to take SGT Floyd’s place as
SGT?

History (Continued)

•• Sept. 25, 1804- Sept. 25, 1804- Encounter with the TetonEncounter with the Teton
SiouxSioux

•• Nov 16, 1804Nov 16, 1804 -Expedition moves into
Fort Mandan.

•• Feb 11, 1805Feb 11, 1805 - Sacagawea’s son, Jean
Baptiste is born.

• Trivia Question: What was Jean
Baptiste  nickname?

History (Continued)
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Trivia Question
Whenever Lewis & Clark encountered a band of

Indians, the captains gave presents, and
explained to them that they now owed
allegiance to the United States; not France,
Spain, or England.   One of the most
important gifts was a medal; what is the
name of the medal?

Trivia Answer

The Jefferson or Peace Medal.

•• April 7, 1805April 7, 1805 – Keelboat heads down river. There are
live specimens on board.  What are they?

•• April 8, 1805April 8, 1805 – 28 soldiers, five civilians, and a dog
continued up the Missouri River.  What type of  water
crafts are in use?

•• April 29, 1805April 29, 1805 – First encounter with a grizzly bear.
•• June 13, 1805 June 13, 1805 ––  The Grueling portage of 18 milesThe Grueling portage of 18 miles

around the set of falls that would take nearly a month.around the set of falls that would take nearly a month.
Stored 2 pirogues and moved the 6 canoes withStored 2 pirogues and moved the 6 canoes with
remaining supplies overland.remaining supplies overland.

•• July 27, 1805 July 27, 1805 - -  The expedition came to the Three
Forks of the Missouri:  Name the three rivers near that
location.

History (Continued)
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•• September 11, 1805 September 11, 1805 ––  The Expedition setThe Expedition set
out with 43 horses over the Bitterroots without with 43 horses over the Bitterroots with
their Indian guide by the name of Old their Indian guide by the name of Old TobeyTobey..

•• September 20, 1805 September 20, 1805 ––  Meeting of the NezMeeting of the Nez
Perce Indian tribe after dealing withPerce Indian tribe after dealing with
snowstorms and near-starvation.snowstorms and near-starvation.

•• October 15, 1805 October 15, 1805 ––  The expeditionThe expedition
encountered 2 sets of rapids on the Columbiaencountered 2 sets of rapids on the Columbia
River near the present-day area called what?River near the present-day area called what?

•• November 7, 1805 November 7, 1805 ––  After traveling nearlyAfter traveling nearly
a month down the Clearwater, Snake anda month down the Clearwater, Snake and
Columbia Rivers, the Pacific Ocean wasColumbia Rivers, the Pacific Ocean was
finally in sight!finally in sight!

History (Continued)

Trivia Question
The Expedition had
three routes to
decide upon
entering the mouth
of the Columbia
River, the decision
was put to vote by
majority rule.  Did
Sacagawea and
York vote along
with the rest of the
crew?

Trivia Answer

Yes, more than fifty years before the end of
slavery and more than 100 years before women
were granted the right to vote, an Indian
woman and black man cast votes in a critical
decision for the Expedition.  They decided to
journey south, where Fort Clatsop was built.
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•• DecDecember 10, 1805 – The Expedition sets to
work building Fort Clatsop, near present-day
Astoria, Oregon.

•• December 15,1805 December 15,1805 ––  Soldiers set up a specialSoldiers set up a special
work detail on the Pacific Ocean to recoverwork detail on the Pacific Ocean to recover
what from the oceanwhat from the ocean……..What was it used for?..What was it used for?

•• March 23, 1806 March 23, 1806 ––  Departed Fort Clatsop andDeparted Fort Clatsop and
proceeded up the Columbia River, Heading forproceeded up the Columbia River, Heading for
home.home.

•• July 27, 1806July 27, 1806  ––  Captain Lewis and PrivateCaptain Lewis and Private
Reuben Fields kill two Reuben Fields kill two BlackfeetBlackfeet  teenagers  teenagers
who tried to steal their guns and horses.who tried to steal their guns and horses.

History (Continued)

•• August 11, 1806 August 11, 1806 ––  Which private shot CaptainWhich private shot Captain
Lewis in the buttocks in a Lewis in the buttocks in a ““friendly firefriendly fire”” incident incident
thinking he was an elk?  The wounds were painful,thinking he was an elk?  The wounds were painful,
but not life-threatening.but not life-threatening.

Trivia Question

••September 25, 1806 September 25, 1806 ––  The expedition arrived back atThe expedition arrived back at
Camp Dubois. What type of animal had the crew seenCamp Dubois. What type of animal had the crew seen
that signaled they were close to civilization as theythat signaled they were close to civilization as they
once knew it?once knew it?
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•• October 10, 1806 October 10, 1806 ––  All soldiers were paid anAll soldiers were paid an
discharged, Many continued to serve in the military,discharged, Many continued to serve in the military,
others went right back into the wilderness.others went right back into the wilderness.

Questions?
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